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Chapter 7
Amma and Kannaki of

ram: Two Differcnt Entities

All rituals that are performed inside the temple
throughout the wvear and the crowd that thromg the
temple evervday leok msignilicant when the woamen
arrive in their hundreds, thousands, an
make thedir own oflerings lor the Goddess
the Pongala.

The temple and the festival attroct
coverage. | have withessed that the media proclaim
without any evidence that Attukal Amma is Kannaki.
Songs and dance productions based on Attukal
Amma's story depict Her as Kannaki. [ realized that it
iz n huge blunder to popularize this story without any

histerical relerences,

There are a few rencwned [olklorists  and
historians in Thiruvananthapuram who are convimced
that She s not Kannaki. But the medis-crested
narratives ecach year become inaccuracies, which
gradually find a place in the history of Attukal Temple.
The temple's website repeats the noorrect
infarmation. Every attempt to convinee them e the

contrary was mel with ruthless opposition - almost Lo
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